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THE PRICELESS GEM 

Is a glowing stone more valuable than wisdom? Is truth more 
precious than wealth? Answers to such questions came easily to 
Aushadha Kumar, a Bodhisattva at the court of King Vaideha. A 
previous incarnation of the wise and compassionate Gautama 
Buddha, the tale of his life amidst adversity and courtly rivalry 
defines the Buddhist ideal of right thinking and right living. This 
priceless gem from the Jataka fables teaches even as it entertains. 
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A JATAKA TALE - ADVENTURES OF A BODHISATTVA AT COURT 


























































































The Priceless Gem 



AUSHAPHA KUMAR WAS A 
REINCARNATION OF THE 
BOPHISATTVA . 





A WEAR BEFORE AUSHAPHA 
KUMAR’S BIRTH, KING 
VAIPEHA OF MITHILA HAP • 
A DREAM SIGNIFYING THE 
ADVENT OF A GREAT SOUL 
WHOSE WISDOM WOULP BE 


EIGHT WEARS LATER, CONVINC¬ 
ED THAT AUSHAPHA WAS 
THAT GREAT SOUL, KING 
VA/PEHA ADOPTED HIM AND 
BROUGHT HIM TO MITHILA • 



i GREW UP INTO A HANDSOME 

youngster, the PANDITS of 


the court, who never want¬ 
ed HIM THERE IN THE FIRST 
PLACE BECAME ENVIOUS OF MM. 


MEDICINE 
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amar chitra katha 


THERE. IT LOOKS 
LIKE A PRICELESS 
> GEM. 


ONE HORNING 


WHV DON’T 
VOU FETCH 
IT? 


HEVJ 
WHAT 
IS THAT? 


WHERE? 
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THE PRINCELESS GEM 



NO, I CAN'T 
REACH IT. 


THEN 
LET US 
INFORM 
THE KIN6 


WHEN VA!DEM ft ftRK/VEP ftT THE TftNK 




NO MAN CAN SET 
TO IT. MV FRIEND 
IS THE BEST 
SWIMMER IN THE 
. LAND BUT... 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



COME 
ON MEN, 
PRAIN THE 
. TANK. 


WAIT | 
THAT IS 
NOT 
THE... 


h 




SEN AKA , A COURT PAN Pit ANP 7 
CHIEF COUNSELLOR , OBSER VEP \ 
VAIPEHA *5 HEART MAS SET ON 

the asm, f 


SO BEFORE VAIPEHA COULP 
APPROACH AUSHAPHA KUMAR 


IF | RETRIEVE IT, 
THE KING WILL 
HAVE GREATER 
^ FAITH IN ME 

Nathan he has 

■^IN AUSHAPHA 
V \ KUMAR. 


I SHALL RECOVER 
THE GEM RIGHT 
AWAY, MAHARAJ. 


ALL RIGHT, 
SENAKA. 
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THE PRINCELESS GEM 














































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





A THAU WAS BROUGHT. 
AUSHAQHA FILL BP IT WITH 
WATER ANP HELP IT OUT . 


MAHARAd, 
THE GEM HOP 
SEE IN THIS 
THALI ... 





... IS ONLY A REFLECTION 
THE REAL GEM IS IN THE 
CROW'S NEST IN THAT 
PALM TREE. 
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THE PRINCELESS GEM 




AROUNP THIS TIME A VOUNG MAN 
NAMBP PtNGUTTARt WHO HAP 

complete p his era pie s, wag 

TAKING LEAVE OF HIS TEACHER 
WHEN 

WAIT, SON \ 

TRAPITION PEM>NDS 
THAT YOU, MV SENIOR- 
MOST PI SC I PL E, SHOULP 
WEP MY ELIGIBLE 
PAUGHTER. 


~r 


X 


j 




1 1 


r 

A 1 


/ 


v 


A 


V* 


BUT SIR 


I • * • 


r< 


_ * 






YOUNG MAN, 
TRAPITION MAKES 
U6 WHAT WE ARE. 


WE MUST 
OBEY THE 
PIC TATES OF 
TRAPITION 
AT ALL COSTS 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





SOON, THEY CAME 
UPON A GOOLAR * 
TREE IN THE 
JUNGLE. P1N6UTTAI \ 
SUDDENLY FELT 
HUNGRY . 





HE CLIMBED UP THE TREE 
AND STARTED GOBBLING 
THE FRUIT . 



* WILp FIG 



THE PRINCELESS GEM 



HIS POOR WIFE 
WAS FORCED TO 
CLIMB THE TREE 






GETTING I 
RIP OF YOU. 

I PIP NOT 
WANT TO 
MARRY YOU, 
YOUR 
FATHER. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





WHEN THE WOMAN NARRATED HER STORY 


HE MUST HAVE BEEN 
OUT OF HIS MlNP TO 
ABANPON SUCH AH 
EXCEPTIONAL BEAUTY 





THE PRINCELESS GEM 




THE WISE SAY THAT 
A WOMAN ABANPONEP 

BY HER HUSBANP CAN 
REMARRY. WILL YOU 
MARRY ME? S 


GLAPLY, 
O NOBLE 
KING * 


AND ON AN AUSPICIOUS DAY, THE 
KING MARRIED HER. 




YOU ARE NOW 
BEGINNING A NEW 
LIFE. 60 I MUST 
GIVE YOU A NEW 
V NAME. ^ 


WHO FIO - OOOLAR 









SINCE I FOUNP 
YOU ON AN UPUMBARA* 
TREE, I SHALL CALL 
. YOU UPUMBARA > 
PEVI. S' 
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AMAH O 'TRA 




KATHA 





MOW PARE YOU 
SMILE AT A 
STRANGE MAN ? 


7V 






J 







HE 15 THE 
man WHO 
AftANPONEP 
ME. 

A. .. I 


• ^ 

2 







V 
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THE PRINCELESS GEM 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





SO, WHEN I SAW 
THE PLIGHT OF THE 
MAN,I COULD NOT 
HELP BEING 
PLEASED WITH MV 
FATE. THAT IS 
WHY I SMILED. 



WHEN THE FACTS WERE VERlF/EP, 
THE KING WHS SATISFIED. 


THANK YOU, 

AUSHADHA. BUT FOR 
YOU I WOULD HAVE 
LOST A GEM AMONG 
WOMEN. > 



I WANT TO KNOW 
WHO IS SUPERIOR, 
A MAN WHO IS RICH 
BUT STUPID OR A 
MAN WHO IS 
.WISE BUT POOR. 


BY THEN , KING 
VHtPEHf) HAP SENSEP 
THAT SEN AKA ANP 
OTHER PANPITS WERE 
ENVIOUS OF AUSHADHA. 
TO PROVE AUSHAPHA'S 
WlSPom, VAlPEHA 
POSEP A RIPPLE 
TO THEM. 
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THE PRINCELESS GEM 



BECAUSE THE POOR, 
HOWEVER KNOWLEDGE 
ABLE,HAVE TO 
SERVE THE RICH. > 


THE RICH ONE 
IS SUPERIOR 
WITHOUT DOUBT 


AUSHADHA, 
WHAT DO YOU 
HAVE TO 
. SAY ? y 


WHY? 


BECAUSE,THE STUPID 
SEE WEALTH AS AN END 
IN ITSELF AND HENCE COMMIT 
SINS, WHEREAS THE WISE 
DO NOT AND ARE HENCE y 
VIRTUOUS. 


MAHARAd, I SAY 
THE WISE ONE IS 
FAR SUPERIOR. 


NOT FOR LONG. 

FOR THE RICH WHO 
ARE STUPID DO NOT 
HAVE THE SENSE TO 
EMPLOY WISE 
N. ADVISERS- V 


...INCLUDING 
THE WISE 
WHO ARE 
.. POOR! 


BUT THE RICH 
HOWEVER STUPID LIVE 
WELL.THEY MAKE 
v USE OF ALI_ > 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



f AND THE GODDESS OF WEALTH 
I ULTIMATELY DESERTS THEM. 

, HENCE ONE WHO IS POOR BUI 
WISE IS FAR SUPERIOR 
ONE WHO IS RICH 

ESSim but stupid. y 


MAHARAJ, 

AUSHAPHA 

ARGUES 

FOOLISHLY 


SlViliW 


NOW LOOK AT US. DON'T 
WE,YOUR COUNSELLORS, 
THOUGH WE ARE 
PANDITS, SOW BEFORE 
YOU ? POES NOT 
THAT PROVE 
MY POINT? 






KINGS CANNOT 
FUNCTION WITHOUT 
WISE COUNSELLORS 
HENCE THE WISE 
ARE DEFINITELY 
V SUPERIOR. A 



f I AM 
GRATEFUL 
. MAHARAd 


YOUR LOGIC IS ASTOUNDING, 
AUSHAPHA. YOU DESERVE 
SIXTEEN VILLAGES AS 
V A REWARD. /,//% 


SENAKA COULD NOT REFUTE THAT. 


THE PRINCELESS GEM 


QUEEN UDUMBARA DEV/ WAS HAPPY 
WITH THE GROWING STATUS OF 

A/JG.HA nun h'f/M £) c> . .. 



AND HE MARRIED AMARA DEV/, 

AN EXTREMELY INTELLIGENT 
GIRL OP A POOR FAMILY . _ 

MAY YOU BOTH EVER PROSPER 
I AM HAPPY FOR YOU. 





F THEY ARE PLEASED 
BY HIS CHOICE. NOW 
HIS STATUS WILL RISE 
FURTHER, WHILE OUR S 
k WILL DECLINE. S 




WE WILL HUMBLe 
AUSHAPHA 
THROUGH MIS 
WIFE. 





I WILL STEAL THE GEM 
FROM THE KING’S CROWN 
AND PLANT IT IN 
AUSHAPHA’S / 
'Vf r HOUSE. At 


AND A FEW PAYS LATER, AFTER THE RING 
HAP RETIRED TO HIS BEDCHAMBER — 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 






AH,MV BEAUTV ! IT HURTS 
ME TO PROP VOU INTO 
_ THIS POT OF CURDS. J\ 





THEN SEN AKA CALLED HIS MA/D 


GO AND HAWK THIS 
IN THE STREET WHERE 
AUSHADHA LIVES. 


p 


A 
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THE PRINCELESS GEM 



BUT DO NOT SELL 
IT TO ANVONE 
EXCEPT AUSHAPHAfe 
WIFE. 


I UNDER 
STAND, 
MASTER. 



THE MA/P PAID NO ATTENTION TO 
THE WOMAN. | —-- 



HEV ! I SAID 
I WANT TO 
BUV SOME 
. CURO&. 


CURDSf 

CREAMV 

CURDSf 


r //// 



f DO VOU WANT 
TO SELL VOUR 
CURDS OR NOT? 


strange! WHV 

IS SHE HAWKING 
IF SHE POES NOT 
WANT TO SELL? 


curds! FRI 

CURDSf 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 






MEANWHILE IN THE 
PALACE 




THE PRINCELESS GEM 



ONLV THIS, MAHARAd, 
THAT HOU SHOULD HAVE 

SEARCHED. 



VOU MUST BE 

OUT OF VOUR 

MIND. 






THE HOUSES OF THE FOUR. 
PANDITS WERE SEARCHED, 
OBVIOUSLY WITH NO RESULTS . 


MEANWHILE f THE MAID SENT 
OUT ay AMAR A RETURNED . 


Li**. 




THAT WOMAN WENT 
STRAIGHT TO SENAKA 
PANDIT'S HOUSE. 










X 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





VAIDE HA BECAME VERY 
UPSET. JUST THEN 

MAHARAJ, PANPIT 
AUSHAPHA KUMAR 
WANTS 70 MEET 
YOU. 



SINCE VAIPEHA WPS NOT EVEN 
PREPAREp TO LISTEN TO HIM, 
PUSH AO HA DECIDED TO 
LEAVE THE CAPITAL. - 



HE WENT TO A REMOTE VILLAGE WHERE 
NOBOPy WOULD RECOGNIZE HIM . 


THE PRINCELESS GEM 





AFTER A FEW DAVS WHEN VA/PEHA HAD 
CALMED DOWN 


HOU pip NOT 
GIVE AUSHAPHA 
A CHANCE TO 
EXPLAIN. 



BUT THE ACCUSED 
MUST BE GIVEN A 
CHANCE TO DEFEND 
^ HIMSELF. 


YOU ARE 
RIGHT. I SHALL 
PO THAT NOW. 



A SEARCH PARTY SENT 
av THE RIN6 BROUGHT 
AUSHADHA KUMAR 
back TO THE COURT. 


how po you 

EXPLAIN THE 
RECOVERY OF THE 
CROWN JEWEL 
FROM YOUR l 
. HOME ? 


MY WIFE 
COULP TELL 
YOU. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



WHEN AMARA DEV! WAS SUMMONED TO THE COURT 


MAHARAJ, THE 

gem came to our 

HOUSE IN THIS 
K POT. 


AND WHO 
BROUGHT THE 
POT TO VOUR 
HOUSE ? 



MAIDS} 
BRING HER 
IN. 


A VENDOR OF CORPS 
I CAN HAVE HER 
k BROUGHT MERE. 




PARDON ME, 
MAHARAJ, 
SENAKA PANDIT 
GAVE ME THE 
POT. > 


HOU, 

SENAKAf 








# 










Li 


THE PRINCELESS GEM 



BEING A BENEVOLENT SOUL , AUSHADHA 
KUMAR CAME TO SENAKA>3 RESCUE . 











BUT HE SOON RECOVERED AND 
DECIDED TQ CHANGE HiS S TRATEGY, 

pandit AUSHAPHA \ ~ f 

KUMAR, what is THE ] I 

first thing that 1 I 

A MAN SHOULD ) ft 

AC<5U|RE ? A 

m ^ W M I 








THE 

TRUTH 


/ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





FRO/VI 

EVERYBOPVj 


/ VESjA 
SECRET SHOULD 
NOT BE 
PIVULGED TO 

^ anyone. 




maharaj, aushapha 

KUMAR 16 UP TO 

SOMETHING. A 


SENAKA, STOP 
WORRYING. YOUR 
POSITION IS SAFE 
IN THE COURT. 



BECAUSE I THINK 
AU6HAPHA HAS SOME 
SECRETS WHICH HE 
WILL PIVUL6E TO 
V NO ONE. > 


♦ WORP5 HAVING MV6TIC POWERS 



the next pay at the court 


NOT EVEN TO 
THE KING ? . 


YES, NOT 
EVEN 70 THE 
. KING. 


PANPIT AUSHAPHA 
KUMAR,TO WHOM 
WOULP YOU 
CONFIPE YOUR 


MEANWHILE, AS AUSHAPHA 
KUMAR RETURNEP HOME WARPS 


AFTER THE COURT WAS APJOURNEP 


DON'T WORRY 
MAHARAJ. I 
WILL TAKE 
CARE OF 
_THINGS. 


THE COMMANPER 
OF MY ARMY IS 
SECRETIVE WITH ME! 
THIS IS AN ALARMING 
REVELATION INPEEPl 


I HAVE NEVER SEEN 
THE KING LOOK SO 
PERTURBEP. -r 


AUSHAPHA KUMAR KNEW THAT SENAKA 
ANP THE THREE OTHER PANPITS 
REGULARLY MET IN A SECLUPEC? 
CORNER OF THE GRAIN MARKET. 


THIS TIME SENAKA 
IS UP TO SOMETHING 
FAR MORE SERIOUS. 


I HAP 

BETTER * 
FINP OUT 
WHAT THEY 
I ARE UP TO 


THE PRINCELESS GEM 


















































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



H£ HIP HIM¬ 
SELF IN A 
HEAP OF 
SPAIN ANP 
MAfTEP. 


SOON THE POOP PANCHTS 
ARRIVED, j 



THIS SITUATION 
CALLS FOR 
PRA6TIC ACTION. 


I 


I 


$ 




f 


1 



hE WILL. BECAU6E 

I HAVE IMPRESSED 
UPON HIM THAT 
AUSMADHA NAS 
HIS EVES SET ON 





after establishing h/s CONTROL 

OVER the crry, aushadhh KUMAR 


WENT to meet the king. 

GLORV TO, 
KING 

VAIOEHA! 


'////Hi! 


woo 

hvpocrite! 

WHV 00 VOU 
SHOUT MY 
PRAISES 
WHEN WOO 
ARE OUT TO 
VO MB 

harm. 



THE PRINCELESS GEM 



SO HE POISONED 
YOUR MIND TO 
GAIN VOUR 
SUPPORT. 





ARE VOU WONDER¬ 
ING HOW I LEARNT 
WOUR SECRET, 
SENAKA ? 


% 






Im 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



ANP» MAHARAJ, I ALSO 
WANTED TO PROVE 


THAT I WOULD EVER 


^A.ki rAi-rur/ i) 




BUT VOU HAVE 
ALSO SEEN VERV 
KINP TO ME. 



IT 19 FOR&IPPEN TO 

break even a branci 

OF A TREE UNDER 
WHICH VOU HAVE 
TAKEN SHELTER.. 




...IT IS A SIN 
TO WRONG 
A FRIEND. 
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THE PRINCELESS GEM 


HENCE I COULP NEVER 
EVEN DREAM OF HARMING 
VOU, MAHARAJ. 


AUSHAPHA, I AM 
SORRV THAT I FELL 
A PREV TO THE 
MALICIOUS PLOT OF 
S ENAKA ANP HIS 
HENCHMEN. 




MAHARAJ, THEV WERE 
BLINDED By THEIR SELFISH¬ 
NESS. WITH TOUR PERMISSION, 
I WOULD FREE THEM FROM 
THE SONPS OF SLAVERY. 


L 




PARPON US, 
AUSHAPHA 
PANprr. you 

ARE TRULY 
WISE AND 
■ NOBLE. 




/I 
» / ) 






TO ATONE 
FOR THEIR 
SINS, THEY 
SHALL SERVE 
YOU AS 
SLAVES. 
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